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Un-commonalities

Talk to your neighbors

Find 3 uncommon things that you all 
have in common- that are not common

We are all language teachers is NOT 
uncommon

We all own kayaks- Uncommon



So what is the 
purpose?

Interpersonal Speaking

Community Builder



Framing the Learning







That’s Me!

Who likes to cook?

Who likes to eat?

Whose favorite color is blue?

Who likes to sing?

Who likes to who likes to exercise?

Who hates to exercise?

Who thinks chocolate is a food group?

Who is excited to be at ACTFL?



That’s Me- Debrief

What did this do for us?

How would this look in the classroom?



Helps create meaning and 
understanding

Thinking Routines- For 
Understanding

Project Zero- Harvard

Making Thinking Visible



Visual 
Representation







Headlines
Create a Headline

Include 3 Important Details

Create a Slogan or a Motto

Include a picture or image





Headlines





Making and Using Student Products



Gallery Walk



What have we achieved with this activity?

Students practiced reading and writing

Recycled Vocabulary

Opportunity for creativity

Given value to homework

Shown exemplars

Kinesthetic Activity



Building from Exit Tickets

What problems would you 
face as an exchange 

student?

Collect answers

During the following class, 
students complete a Dear 

Abby activity-
Liebe Frau Rat,



Foldables



Summarizing



Give One Get One
1. Fold your paper in 

thirds.

2. Open it up and turn 
the paper 90 
degrees.

3. Fold your paper in 
thirds.

4. You have a 3x3 grid!



Exchanging Ideas



Chalk Talk



Chalk Talk



Silent Debate       Philosophical Chairs      Socratic Seminar





Vornname:_________________________ 
Familienname:______________________ 

Sokratisches Seminar 

Was machst du während der Diskussion? 

1. Spricht während der Diskussion                

2. Sieht die Person an mit der er spricht                

3. Bezieht sich auf den Text                

4. Antwortet einem anderen Redner                

5. Integriert eine neue Person in das 
Gespräch 

               

6. Benutzt ein Redemittel                

7. Stellt einen Vergleich an                

8. Unterbrecht einen Redner                

9. Führt eine Nebenkonversation                

10 .Ist respektlos                

 
Nach der Diskussion: 
 
1. Was war das interessanteste, dass du gehört hast? 

 
 
 

2. Was hättest du noch gern in der DIskussion gesagt? 

 



Power Point Karaoke

PowerPoint Karaoke 

Objective:  To practice the formal presentational mode of communication,   

  while reviewing a variety of AP centered topics.   

                      

1.  Students will present on a topic by using a teacher created PowerPoint 

Presentation. 

2.  The topics are selected at random. 

3.  The slides are random and loosely associated with the theme of the 

presentation. 

4.  The order in which students present is random. 

5.  Slides are meant to be nonsensical and funny. 

6.  Student may control the pace of the presentation or another person can click 

through the slides.   

 

This was developed first in Berlin, Germany! 

For more information, google the following terms: 

  PowerPoint Karaoke 

  Battle Decks 

  Battledecks 

 

Viel Spaß! 

 

 







Infographics



Students Decide How to Best Present Information



Students Explain Their Own Infographics



Problem Based Learning
• Students teach other students

• Apply what they’ve learned

• Think critically about information

• Work together to solve problems



Survivor 
Game

Jigsaw Reading



Group Planning



Group Planning





Wir sind in den Alpen….

Wie ist das Wetter?



Es kann hier
sehr kalt sein!

Du gewinnst 3 
Punkte für jede
Person, die eine

Jacke hat.

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=winter+jacket&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rqR2yarQhbz2AM&tbnid=AmKEvu0bxQOvxM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.coatpant.com/jackets/&ei=CPsuUrb2B4aFrgGpu4HABw&bvm=bv.51773540,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNF36IOZVWiPBsWA1wnd1plO-Hypsw&ust=1378897030695841
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=winter+jacket&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rqR2yarQhbz2AM&tbnid=AmKEvu0bxQOvxM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.coatpant.com/jackets/&ei=CPsuUrb2B4aFrgGpu4HABw&bvm=bv.51773540,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNF36IOZVWiPBsWA1wnd1plO-Hypsw&ust=1378897030695841


Planning a Trip to Frankfurt











Benefits of a Learner-Centered Classroom

• Teachers do less work during class time, have 
more time to help students who are struggling

• Student growth and understanding is evident
• Students take ownership of and are involved 

in their learning
• Better classroom management, because 

students are engaged
• Learning is anchored into the long term 

memory



QUESTIONS 
OR COMMENTS?



Vielen Dank!

Katrina Griffin- katrina.griffin@ gmail.com
Cora Hofstetter- chofstetter@aacps.org


